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Negligent Delay in Diagnosis Results in 
Death from Easily Treatable Form of Cancer

S    teve and Sharon Diehl were married in August 1971. 
They had a unique and special relationship in which 
they were not only married, but spent each day and 
night together. They not only worked for the same 
company, but worked alongside each other every day, 
and shared lunch breaks together. They raised a family 
together, and over the 33½ years they were married 
they remained devoted to 
one another and to their 
family. Sharon was a suc-
cessful and highly sought-
after kitchen designer, with 
numerous national awards 
for her designs.  

North Florida Women’s Phy-
sicians had been Sharon’s 
gynecologists for years. In 
March 2003, Sharon made 
an appointment to see Dr. 
Jean Cook at North Florida 
Women’s Physicians in 
Gainesville, Florida, because 
of abnormal uterine bleeding. Sharon didn’t know it 
- and Dr. Cook never told her - but the abnormal bleed-
ing Sharon was experiencing was a textbook warning 
sign that endometrial cancer was present in her body. 
Sharon had multiple risk factors for endometrial cancer. 
She was over 50 years old, Caucasian, overweight, and 
had a history of irregular menstrual cycles. Following 
the examination, Dr. Cook assumed Sharon’s abnor-
mal uterine bleeding was caused by a minor, benign 
condition. Over the next three months, however, the 
doctor ordered two transvaginal ultrasound tests to be 
performed. Each test showed a thickening of the endo-
metrium - yet another clue that Sharon had endometrial 
cancer. The doctor did not order an endometrial biopsy 
- a simple, safe, one-minute office test - which would 
have determined whether endometrial cancer was the 
cause of the bleeding. Six months later, in September 

2003, Dr. Cook finally performed that simple, safe of-
fice test and diagnosed endometrial cancer. By that 
time, the cancer had spread to Sharon’s right ovary and 
elsewhere in her body. After diagnosis, Sharon received 
treatment for the cancer at the University of Florida. 

Endometrial carcinoma is the most common gynecolog-
ic cancer in the United States. American women have a 
2.6% life-time risk of developing this cancer. Fortunately, 
because this common cancer declares its presence in 
a woman’s body with abnormal uterine bleeding and is 
easily diagnosed with a simple, safe office test, it has 

an exceptionally high cure 
rate; most patients are 
cured with surgery alone. 
The five-year survival rate 
for a localized occurrence 
of this cancer is 96%. For 
regional or metastatic oc-
currences, the five-year sur-
vival rates are 66% and 25%, 
respectively. Because her 
doctor failed to act on the 
classic warning sign and risk 
factors, Sharon was deprived 
of a prompt and accurate 
diagnosis, and that delay in 
diagnosis caused her wrong-

ful, tragic and preventable death. After a long and painful 
fight for life, Sharon died January 2, 2005, of metastatic 
endometrial cancer. She was only 53 years old.

Sharon is survived by husband Steve, son Brett, now 18 
years old, daughter Heather Diehl Talton, and Heather’s 
four-year-old twin sons - Sharon and Steve’s only 
grandchildren. Brett was only 15 when his mother died. 
In the months before she died, Sharon talked to Brett 
about the importance of applying himself, and doing 
well by doing his best with the talents he had. Brett was 
a B and C student before his mother became ill. After 
his mother died, Brett has honored his mother by earn-
ing an A in every class he has taken. He is in his fresh-
man year of college in the pre-med program, and is 
studying to be a doctor.

(Continued on page ten.)

In spite of classic warning 
signs and known risk factors, 
the doctor delayed doing a 
biopsy for endometrial cancer.

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Over
$2.1 Million
Verdict:

Sharon and Steve Diehl and their twin grandsons.
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Brian Quinlan named Boy of the Year by 
national Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Taking... 

Brian Quinlan, son of SDSBS attorney Patrick Quinlan, was selected Boy 

of the Year for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s 2007 national Man 

& Woman of the Year fundraising drive. The candidates compete on the 

basis of their ability to raise funds to help the Society combat leukemia, 

lymphoma, and myeloma, and improve the quality of life for patients and 

their families. Candidates run in honor of the Boy and Girl of the Year who 

are young, local, blood cancer survivors. Brian provided inspiration and 

motivation for the candidates during the campaign. Dr. Melissa Singer of 

West Palm Beach was named Woman of the Year for the national Society.  

Her own fundraising efforts as a candidate broke all national records for 

the Society. Brian, now seven years old, was diagnosed with acute lympho-

cytic leukemia (ALL) in September 2004. He has just successfully com-

pleted three years of chemotherapy treatments. Brian lives in West Palm 

Beach with his parents, Patrick and Nancy, and his brother Brendan.  n
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Brian Quinlan with 
Dr. Melissa Singer.

Steve and Sharon Diehl in the 1970’s.

Steve, now 59 years of age, works the 

same job he worked alongside his wife 

for so many years. He is alone, without 

his life’s partner, for the first time since 

he was a sailor in the United States 

Navy. Every day at work is a reminder 

of Sharon’s absence. He works 70 

hours a week. He has difficulty sleeping 

more than a few hours and often re-

turns to his office as early as 3:00 a.m. 

After Sharon’s death, the family asked 

SDSBS to represent them in an ac-

tion charging North Florida Women’s 

Physicians and Dr. Cook with negli-

gent delay in diagnosis of Sharon’s 

endometrial cancer, which deprived 

Sharon of treatment when it would 

have saved her life. SDSBS attorneys 

Jim Gustafson and Bill Norton took 

the case to trial, and on October 12, 

2007, a Gainesville, Florida jury re-

turned a verdict in favor of Sharon’s 

family and awarded $2.1 million in 

damages. “We are grateful that the 

jury’s verdict acknowledged this fam-

ily’s loss,” said Mr. Gustafson, “but 

it won’t change the fact that Sharon 

Diehl would be alive today had she 

not been diagnosed so late.” n

(Continued from page seven.)

Jack Scarola, Greg Barnhart, and Sean 

Domnick participated in the Celebrity 

Bartending fundraiser held August 

15, 2007, at the Amici Ristorante 

& Bar in Palm Beach, Florida. They 

helped raise over $2,000 in tips 

and other donations for Operation 

Hope, a charity dedicated to serv-

ing the homeless in Palm Beach 

County. Operation Hope provides 

temporary housing and essential 

support services for the home-

less and assists them in becom-

ing productive, self-supporting 

members of the community. n

Firm members 
participate in Celebrity 
Bartending event for 
Operation Hope
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